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August 15, 2019
Dear Parents and Guardians,

It is my pleasure to introduce your student to the wonderful world of Human Geography! I appreciate the support you give to your student as they meet the challenge of their first Advanced Placement® course.

As part of our introductory unit I plan to show a portion of the National Geographic documentary Guns, Germs, and Steel, based on the Pulitzer Prize-winning book by UCLA geographer Jared Diamond. The film successfully conveys several important concepts in the study of Human Geography, especially the complex interactions between cultures and the environment. You can find out more at http://www.pbs.org/gunsgermssteel/index.html. 
A portion of the film shows how Diamond was inspired by his experiences with the people of New Guinea to begin his research.  As National Geographic shows us aspects of the culture of the people there (hunting, gathering food, etc.) there a few brief scenes that show some nudity, as the women of this culture go about their work shirtless just as most of the men do.  The scenes are very brief, but I want you to be informed in case you feel this is not appropriate for your student to view.

If you would NOT like to have your child view this film please complete the bottom of this form and return it to me by Friday 8/23/19. You may also email me at cwharton@atlanta.k12.ga.us if you prefer. Otherwise I will assume your student has permission to view the film.

Thank you for your support.  I look forward to an outstanding year of teaching and learning.

Sincerely,

Chris Wharton

Teacher, AP Human Geography

I DO NOT wish my student to participate in the viewing of Guns, Germs, and Steel.  I understand that my student will be given an alternate assignment on the day of viewing.

Student Name: ____________________________________

Parent Signature: __________________________________
Date: _____________
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