AP® HUMAN GEOGRAPHY
2009 SCORING GUIDELINES

Question 3

Agriculture in the United States has changed significantly in the past few decades. With respect to the
past, present, and projected trends in agriculture shown in the diagram above, answer the following:

Part A {4 points)

First identify and then explain TWO factors contributing to the steady decline in the number of dairy

farms since 1970.

Factors
(1 point per factor; max 2 points)

Explanations
(1 point per explanation; max 2 points)

Increased production of milk

Cows produce higher yields, meaning
fewer cows are needed to meet the demand
for milk; therefore there are fewer farms.

increased mechanization

Mechanization/technological changes in the
milking process have enabled farmers to
increase the size of their dairy herds. This
efficiency has made small farms unprofitable.

Development of agribusiness, economies of scale,
factory farms, industrialization of agriculture; changes
from labor-intensive to less labor-intensive forms of
agriculture

The number of farms, including dairy farms, in
the United States is decreasing, owing to one
or more of these factors {elaboration
required].

Displacement by urbanization

Dairy farmers close to cities where dairy
farms traditionally have been located
(milk shed) have been displaced by
urbanization, leading to a decline in the
number of dairy farms overall.

Scoring Notes:

* Students must identify and then explain TWO factors—that is, link the decline in the number of
farms (EFFECT) to a factor (CAUSE). Just saying “agribusiness” or “industrialization” is

insufficient to earn 2 points.

* Do not award points for discussions of the LOCATION of dairy farms (a repetition of von
Thiinen's ideas) that are not directly related to the decline in the NUMBER of farms.
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Part B (4 points)

AP® HUMAN GEOGRAPHY
2009 SCORING GUIDELINES

Question 3 {continued)

First identify and then explain TWO factors contributing to the increase in the number of organic farms

since 1970.

Factors
(1 point each; max 2 points)

Explanations
{1 point each; max 2 points)

Increasing demand for
organic productis has made
crganic agriculture profitable
and led to a growth in organic
farming (both large-scale and
small-scale).

s Consumers in the 1.3, seek alternatives to the industrial products of
modem agriculture because of {media-driven) concerns about the
nutrition and healthiness of commercial agricultural products.

* Consumers have become wary of the insecticides, herbicides,
fertilizers, and genetically modified organisms (GMOs) used in
agriculture and to produce foodstuffs and have become concerned about
related long-term health issues.

¢ Population of the U.S. is increasing in wealth and is better able to
afford (and willing to pay) higher prices for organic products.

* Buying organic food is an example of conspicuous consumption to
display cultural preferences (a green lifestyle).

* Some consumers switch to organic products because they are concerned
about the humane treatment of animals.

¢ Households have declined in size and have more disposable income to

spend on higher-quality (organic) food rather than lower-quality

(nonorganic) food.

Better advertising and marketing systems have made organie products

more appealing to consumers, thereby increasing the demand for

goods and profitability.

* The demand has increased, aided by the growth of chains of
supermarkets dedicated to organic products, which has increased
profitability and led to the growth of suppliers for these chains.

Shifts in organic agriculture
have led to better care for the
land (land stewardship,
sustainability, environmental
concerns).

e As stewards of the land, farmers/consumers wish to sustain it in the
same state they found it rather than exhaust it or otherwise degrade it by
the application of agricultural chemicals.

¢ Some consumers switch to organic products because they wish to eat
foods that have a less negative impact on the environment (wish to
live in greater harmony with nature).

Small farms competing with
large-scale farms
{agribusiness) are forced to
shift to more profitable
agriculture,

e The economies of scale achieved by large-farm operations have kept the
retail price of food low. Because small-farm operations cannot achieve
these economies, they have to either go out of business or shift to more
intensive forms of agriculture or supply specialty food for niche
markets that bring higher prices and greater profitability, e.g., producing
higher-priced, higher-quality organic products,

Scoring Notes:

» For parts A and B, factor points and explanation points are independent; students can earn one

without the other.

e For both parts, do not award full credit for a "double dip"—e.g., two explanations of demand for

organic foods.

© 2009 The College Board. All rights resetved.

Visit the College Board on the Web. www.collegeboard.com.




3A 11 3

3 Write in the box the number of the question you are answering
on this page as it is designated in the exam.
One o€ A \ : Lo
aduansecments and Yo sgttval Maduves and. elEcenty
¢ yosy nAdC e, W <
Garens, less of Yram wm veaded to SUsStzn dine USS aced foc

MMMM%&ML@QM
f“!!!. " o

la_(a_l_iﬁd_a‘_ﬁ_"ﬂ.f__ﬁg_‘:’_(ﬂu absamww Anowm
(s fhat Wi e M@Mﬂm

st OF o ligueeed. oreony Choces, onl, The il datey

\

Sagn W*ags_mslf_m % A mgrl_cgtw"'(@c&ak ‘O
Acm_hr__&ﬂ&m_lé_w& ePficient_and (osical. __o__m.__

o Lo £
m@&?_m&mq _GHempe tp adogh \ess enessq
&%MM&I@B&&WM

heo ic
heome (,\615"771 Jlas,
oty 03 fved From Mchonagé.s ecc SH) mg% aece
Yinan Qe pecessany  shaie g MDM-{,JQJ_A%&QL_%QL

© 2009 The College Board. All nghts esetved.
Visit the College Board nn the Web: www.collegeboard com,




Write in the box the number of the question you are answering 3
on this page as it is designated in the exam.

e Sv S
MMA._M,_{LMQQ_LQ%MM
v £1c a6

cenaical nng  gachiced Pom e lwl\\a Care of Naduenl

MANWEACKners. My Meb cnodhes mnfﬁw_

hg & hedh all a A e o
Mo et Iig local d@m Fru'ruws 2 koot Lesonass lﬂa.uc

mﬂfa_au_{b_-;_mmw munoﬁmf_b%az;wcpm
fzams, v locel &:wmw!mhlg;gmwm

‘ ‘C

-

G- o

C
M i+ ¢S east‘cr’\ foc W ie hat
. L C
Ploaoanr.  fueg db . ades 40 ke o Lustec 62&&!-_ b?

eaes  nnd (S5 exgensy

fensNe gind. Tae (dNSOOvess Yompe
wore  Cugose of e (valthh  (dnems and wnth 4o Y

© 2009 The College Board. Al tights eserved.
Yisit the College Board on the Web www .collegeboard.com.




3A 303
3 Write in the box the number of the question you are answering
on this page as it is designated in the exam.

& 2009 The College Boawd. All nghts reserved.
Visit the Collage Board on the Web www.collegeboard.com.



3R

Write in the box the number of the question you are answering 3
on this page as it is designated in the exam.

Poms  Siace ﬂ% s, LY

Jhe tali s > The ‘rerzas: ggie of
ﬁ"‘-‘u&i\m in_the Un; / ¢ osi o s,
- nere fevewae ¢ fame_dodey  Lurm

Leciose  onassive. pl : fo * Sl povele, I
Bler Bue highe 'ny_ Cosia_shen famer farms S o o2 resouns /&
Phe iaawiling fo bu poalars Ken s Feed 3 buic . of ol ot ke lages deem grmmechf
farws can. TRY hos fmd b0 M&MMM@_&ZM

ind ot B q g faq2. @awrnirend forws

o Adie amess to modifad Feed Br Ao . wivch an jateale 1 Arpr [rvictsc
Uwf_.d..____éﬂﬂi, ’

_Prodciy -ﬂh&#%&_n% ”“-F"_P'Zi o the Omwarcs| Furry & the raigly £ Svmmfis—_Zrta %o
7
gopedl 3 Mreelee Rreitieny the closue o datae £ e munpe of Loty Mpas
’, - I

@TWD fecser, Conirlulpn, ts B ity 33 e b L oyt vy wtee 4R 5 *he
Green @eumutin/ :'B.bl-!uﬂ%,’. ‘:;v hijher vieges Lo omerse wroker,  Since Bolahreiny s
Il do 4o ’ﬁ 'mu-‘p-'mhh J—’-ME#J’-&: oplveis Fhat- sohayr m{fhh «5 Plowder

H# e, +he Med Poahipn _coud Have

on Jbei- beadlls, Fince Mnﬂ}_mudlﬁhmu%u fun nladr M poiphnef) g Son-gengined

Coudnle wo . = 1‘# have

e exprasive. This Jas_fad o e, ngrtase o Hie Nmnpe £ LN frvs ¢ e

/7
decone o e Aube P doy Loy .

@ 2009 The College Board. All nghts teserved
Visit the Collage Board on the Web www collegeboard.com.



3¢ ot A

‘Write in the box the number of the question you are answering + 5
on this page as it is designated in the exam.

(& Sce, 1076, Hheve has been Ogreacky decline tn
the nnioer e olouwg Coums_ v e, (lnired Stods,
cosse Lw e is thot  ux n

. : YO0, CLISC o (4", A
02 NOF i 00 Hicdh glumand as ey used . Refae
S0AA5, Migs, andk MCDONAAD, mile wons wsed daily
356 0 Obric und ille Prodults itre 4in vevy meal
feter eoste Hnct 1855 dqivy @dxms asve neepled
15 beLause of omnoloc, Techngogical adudnces
Nawe  neipec SRCMSKS LnCretse bhe (e o Il
Qo _Couws. e mest common ARed 46 £0urrers
Lniecena normones gndo Qows £6 Causse toeiy
uddexs T subel coth, tnoe mile. This resutis 4n
0. gmouler necesoity foc 0ReY eoums,
(o> Bvce 1470, have has beon 0N Jncredse. tin

jg%g, NAASYHPY tté [Zt@:(:fgu](' ’POd’”’Q e o, 'CLVUIEQL

AOuesS . 3 4 Y S 2 cdoo
thoax (4 15 Ocien thos Gegaimic Seedd 4a funian
e QEDQKQ_ ‘-{2760\ RRe aeaifval PeCON0 CoONT e (€
thvouein Tne wedicy seaermi otsenods Ladcoy
buag ey O ol croan. Crock Lz Sther  Choo Vi
Bnfter Romen Sor Lhe (nlredse OF cvganic Sk
1S ot C"'Vl«eftj ihoue ‘)ﬂ:hu_;; been soud Xz be J;"taa_i-fwref;
ot a0 fue sauid s bhawe fess far, Becawse ihey

® 2009 The Callege Board. All rights 1eserved,
Visit the College Board on the Web: www . collegeboard.com,



3C a8

4+ 5 Write in the box the number of the question you are answering
on this page as it is designated in the exam.

FimexicOns Que. contermed uwiivin self-Lmoge  arol

® 2009 The Collegs Board, All nghts 1eserved
Visit the College Board ¢n the Web: www.collegeboard.com.



AP® HUMAN GEOGRAPHY
2009 SCORING COMMENTARY

Question 3
Overview

This question required students to evaluate important trends in the geography of modern agriculture in
one of the countries of the core region. They were asked to evaluate data presented in a graph and to
connect those data to their knowledge of the processes of industrialization/economic development and
urbanization.

Part A of the question asked students to identify and explain two factors that contributed to the decline in
the number of dairy farms since 1970. This question assessed students’ understanding of the changing
spatial scale of agriculture, specifically how the increased size of operations has meant that a smaller
number of farmers can meet the demand for milk. The question also determined if students understood
how the efficiency of large farms makes it harder for smaller operations to compete in the marketplace.

Part B required students to describe two factors that have contributed to the inctease of organic farms.
This question assessed students’ understanding of how cultural tastes or preferences for food types and
environmental concerns impact the structure of agriculture.

Students needed to have a firm grasp of the spatial pattern of modern agriculture to answer alt parts of this
question successfully. They were helped if they understood and could describe commedity chains and the
influence of culture on food production and consumption,

Sample: 3A
Score: 8

This essay demonstrates a fundamental understanding of the changes in agriculture in the United States in
the past few decades. In part A the essay received 4 points for identifying and explaining two factors
contributing to the decline in dairy farms: mechanization and “better agricultural machines,” which mean
that fewer farms are necessary “to sustain the US's need for dairy products™ (2 points); and the displacement
of farmers in urban areas—as land is bought up for development, “smaller, local dairy farms are quickly
disappearing” {2 points). In part B the essay received 4 points for identifying and explaining two factors
contributing to the increase in the number of organic farms: demand for organic products has increased due
to health concems of consumers (“healthy and organic products have become classy and popular”) (2 points);
and "the local farmer must . . . become more specialized” in order to compete {although they cannot compete
with large comrnercial dairies, organic growers can offer "higher-quality food for a potentially higher price,”
indicating more profit would be made) {2 points).

Sample: 3B
Score: 6

The essay received full credit in part A and partial credit (2 points}) in part B. In part A the essay was awarded
4 points for identifying and explaining two factors contributing to the decline of dairy farms: “the
commercialization of agriculture” has created substantial economic advantages for large firms over small
dairy farms (2 points); and increased milk production is achieved by using "genetically modified feed” for
cattle (2 points). In part B the essay received 2 points for identifying and explaining that demand for organic
products has increased (“even though they are more expensive”) because consumers want to avoid foods
that are genetically modified or have other additives.
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Question 3 (continued)

Sample: 3C
Score: 4

The essay received partial credit in parts A and B. In part A the essay received 2 points for stating that
“[tlechnological advances have helped farmers increase the output of milk from cows” and explaining that
this increased production is due to the use of hormones. No additional points were awarded in part A. In
part B the essay received 2 points for identifying and explaining that increasing demand by consumers for
healthier food choices occurred in part because the media have “spread the idea . . . that organic food is
healthier for people,” leading to more organic farms.

© 2009 The College Board. All rights reserved.
Visit the College Board on the Web: www.collegeboard.com.



